Bel Air High School

Art Course Descriptions
Fine Art Preparation

Grades 9-11

This course is a basic foundation course that allows for exploration of historical and cultural art trends, as well as skill development in drawing, painting, three-dimensional design, and visual communications.  The art elements and principles of design are applied to compositions and processes involving a variety of media.  Upon completion of this course, the student should demonstrate competency in handling drawing, painting and sculptural media and be prepared for further study in upper level art courses.  Home assignments and a sketchbook will be required.

Prerequisite:  None








Code:  AR01
Drawing & Painting

Grades 10-12

This course focuses on the practices and applications of basic drawing and painting principles and techniques.  Various media and composition applications will be explored in studio assignments.  Upon completion of this course, the student should demonstrate proficiency with different media and in the utilization of the principals of design in compositions.  Home assignments and a sketchbook will be required.

Prerequisite:  Fine Art Preparation






Code: AR04
Crafts

Grades 10-12
This course focuses on the study of the applied arts, artistic objects with functional purposes.  This includes, but is not limited to, ceramics, stained glass, mosaics, jewelry, fiber arts, batik, bookmaking, and metal works.  The evolution of crafts is explored historically and culturally. Home assignments and a sketchbook will be required.

Prerequisite: Fine Art Preparation






Code:  AR03
Advanced Drawing

Grades 10-12

This course provides an in-depth concentration and application of drawing processes and compositional problems.  Exploring creative problem solving and developing personal imagery are approached through mastery of drawing media, techniques, and assignments. Home assignments and a sketchbook will be required.

Prerequisite: Drawing and Painting






Code:  AR05
Advanced Painting

Grades 10-12

This course provides an in-depth concentration and application of painting processes and compositional problems.  Exploring creative problem solving, color theory, and developing personal imagery are approached through mastery of painting media, techniques, and assignments.  Home assignments and a sketchbook will be required. 

Prerequisite:  Drawing and Painting






Code:  AR06
Advanced Studio- Drawing

Grades 11-12

This course is designed for the advanced art student who is capable of an intense individualized program of instruction.  Students will be using problem solving processes in response to various conceptual and creative challenges.  Development of a portfolio based on the evaluation of personal work and career exploration will be included in the program of instruction.  Media may include, but not be limited to, graphite, charcoal, ink, contẻ, pastel, marker, and dry point.  Home assignments and a sketchbook will be required.

Prerequisite:  Advanced Drawing






Code:  AR09

Advanced Studio- Painting

Grades 11-12

This course is designed form the advanced art student who is capable of an intense individualized program of instruction.  Students will be using problem solving processes in response to various conceptual and creative challenges.  Development of a portfolio based on the evaluation of personal work and career exploration will be included in the program of instruction.  Media may include, but not limited to, tempera, acrylic, watercolor, pastel, ink, oil paint, airbrush and gouache.  Home assignments and a sketchbook will be required.
Prerequisite:  Advanced Painting






Code:  AR10
Advanced Studio- Three Dimensional Design

Grades 10-12
This course provides an in-depth concentration and application of sculpture processes and composition problems.  Exploring creative problem solving and developing personal imagery are approached through mastery of sculpture media, techniques, and assignments. Home assignments and a sketchbook will be required.
Prerequisite:  Advanced 3-D Design






Code:  AR11

AP Studio Art:  Drawing, 2-D Design, and 3-D Design
Grades 11-12

These are college level courses that are designed for students who are seriously interested in the practical experience of art. AP Studio Art courses are not based on a written exam; instead, students submit portfolios for evaluation at the end of the school year to the College Board in one of three areas:  Drawing, 2D Design or 3D Design.  The Drawing Portfolio is designed to address a very broad interpretation of drawing issues and media.  Light and shade, line quality, rendering of form, composition, surface manipulation, and illusion of depth are drawing issues that can be addressed through a variety of means.  The 2-D Design Portfolio is intended to address two-dimensional design issues through any two-dimensional medium or process, including, but not limited to, graphic design, digital imaging, photography, cottage, fabric design, weaving, illustration, painting, and printmaking.  The 3-D Design Portfolio is intended to address sculptural issues through any three-dimensional approach, including, but not limited to, figurative or non-figurative sculpture, architectural models, metal work, ceramics, and three dimensional fiber arts.
 The completion of several summer assignments is expected.

Prerequisite:  to enter this advanced studio course, the student must have successfully earned three visual arts credits and/or presented a portfolio, shown an exemplary level of achievement in each course exhibited strong self-discipline and self-motivation, received departmental approval prior to enrollment.







Code:  AR13










         
           AR22











         
          AR25

Three-Dimensional Design

Grades:  10-12

This course involves the study of a variety of sculptural forms and processes historically and culturally.  A wide range of organic and inorganic media will be used to transition two-dimensional ideas and concepts into three-dimensional forms.  The techniques include, but are not limited to relief, freestanding, carving, casting, molding, and construction.  Home assignments and a sketchbook will be required. 

Prerequisite:  Fine Art Preparation





   
 Code:  AR14
Advanced Three-Dimensional Design

Grades:  10-12

This course provides an in-depth concentration and application of sculpture processes and composition problems.  Exploring creative problem solving and developing personal imagery and approached through mastery of sculpture media, techniques, and assignments.  Home assignments and a sketchbook will be required.

Prerequisite:  Three-Dimensional Design





Code:  AR15
AP Art History

Grades 10-12
This course is a college level course designed to provide students with an understanding and knowledge of architecture, sculpture, painting and other art forms within diverse historical and cultural contexts.  Students will examine and critically analyze major forms of artistic expression form the past and the present from a variety of cultures and consider such issues and patronage, gender, and the functions and effects of works of art.  Students may take the College Board Advanced Placement Test at the completion of this course.  Students wishing to enroll in this course should be able to read at a college level.

Prerequisite:  Prior consultation/teacher approval




Code:  AR16
